A NEW ALOE FROM KENYA COLONY. 
By G. W. REYNOLDS. 


(With Plates XI and XII.) 


Aloe ukambensis Reynolds, spec. nov. in sect. Tropicales Berger 
pertinet, A. abyssinica Lam. affinis. 


Planta succulenta, acaulis. Folia 30—40, dense rosulata, lanceolato- 
attenuata, usque ad 50 cm. longa, 10—12 cm. lata, leviter canaliculata, 
striata, maculata vel immaculata, ad margines sinuato-dentata, dentibus 
deltoideis 3—4 mm. longis, 8—10 mm. inter se distantibus munita. 
Inflorescentia 50 cm. alta, 2—3-ramosa. Racemi capitati, 4—6 cm. longi, 
6 cm. diam. Bracteae ovato-deltoideae, 5 mm. longae, 2:5 mm. latae, 
scariosae, 3-nervatae. Pedicelli 18—20 mm. longi. Perigonium rubrum, 
40 mm. longum, trigono-cylindricum; segmenta exteriora per 20 mm. libera. 
Antherae 2—3 mm. exsertae. Stigma demum 4 mm. exserta. Ovarium 
5 mm. longum, 2-5 mm. diametro. 


Habitat: Kenya Colony: Maboloni Hill, Yatta, coll. Benton, fl. 7 Dec., 
1952, Bally 8382! (EA); Maboloni Hill, Ndaleni Ranch, 47 miles east of 
Thika, 73 miles north-east of Nairobi, alt. 4,500 ft., c. 1° 05’ S., 37° 28’ E., 
fl. 6 June, 1955, Reynolds 7651, holotype (EA), isotype (PRE, K). 


A. ukambensis was first discovered by Mr. P. R. O. Bally in January, 
1952, on Mbwinzao Hill between Makindu and Kibwezi, on the Nairobi- 
Mombasa main road. (Alt. 4,500 ft., c. 2° 22' S., 37° 54’ E.). In 1943 
Mr. Bally found the species again on the Yatta Plateau near Kitui. 


In January, 1952, Police Officer Benton found plants on Maboloni 
Hill, near the Thika River, about 47 miles east of Thika. The species has 
also been collected by Mr. David Sheldrick, Warden of the Tsavo National 
Park, on Yamanyani Hill, about 25 miles north of Voi. 


When Mr. Bally and I visited Maboloni Hill in August, 1953, no 
plants were found in flower, but early in June, 1955, when Mr. and 
Mrs. H. A. Delap drove me to the same hill, several flowering plants 
were found, although the maximum flowering time is December—January. 


A striking character of A. ukambensis is the leaf lineation, and the 
arrangement of the “H’’-shaped spots. The leaves are conspicuously dark- 
veined longitudinally, the veins being 1—2 mm. wide. The “H” spots are 
almost square and occur only in line with, and interrupting the veins. In 
some plants the spots disappear with age, while in others the basal half of 
the lower surface of leaves may be copiously “H’’-spotted. 
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The capitate racemes are usually only a little higher than the leaves, 
while in the flowers, the filaments and style lie along the lowest side of the 
perianth. 


DESCRIPTION: An acaulescent plant forming small to large dense 
groups on gneiss outcrops. 

Stem none or very short. 

Leaves 30—40, densely rosulate, lanceolate-attenuate, up to 50 cm. 
long, 10—12 em. broad at base; upper surface flat low down, slightly 
canaliculate upwards, grey-green with reddish tinge, conspicuously striate 
longitudinally, with or without a few scattered oval to lenticular white 
spots low down; lower surface convex, similar to upper surface in colour 
and lineation, varying from unspotted to spotted in lower half, the spots 
“H”-shaped, in line with, and interrupting the veins; margins sinuate- 
dentate, armed with compressed-deltoid, reddish-brown teeth which are 
paler at apex, 3—4 mm. long, 8—10 mm. distant. Sap dries pale-orange. 

Inflorescence 2—3-branched, 50 cm. high, the racemes sometimes only 
slightly higher than the apices of leaves. 

Peduncle plano-convex and 15 mm. broad at base, brown with a bloom, 
with 2—3 branches (sometimes 4) from about the middle, the lowest 
branch subtended at base by a broadly ovate, thin, scarious, brownish 
many-nerved bract about 15 mm. long and broad. 

Racemes densely flowered, capitate or sub-capitate, 6 cm. diam., the 
pedicellate portion 4—6 cm. long, youngest buds bright red with greyish 
tips, suberect, older buds spreading, open flowers pendulous. 

Bracts ovate-deltoid, dull white, scarious, thin, 5 mm. long, 2-5 mm. 
broad at base with 3 crowded nerves in median line. 

Pedicels slender, suberect, 18—20 mm. long, deflexed at apex, reaching 
30 mm. in the fruit. 

Perianth bright red, averaging 40 mm. long, cylindric-trigonous, 
basally tapering to the pedicel and shortly stipitate, cylindric and 7 mm. 
diam. across the ovary, above the ovary slightly narrowed on underside 
and slightly decurved, cylindric-trigonous upwards, the mouth wide open; 
outer segments free to the middle (tube 20 mm.), obscurely 3-nerved at 
apex, apices subacute, slightly spreading; inner segments free but dorsally 
adnate to the outer to the middle, broader than the outer, with 3 crowded . 
nerves forming a scarlet keel in upper half, the apices more obtuse and 
more spreading than the outer. 

Filaments pale-pink, filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and 
lengthening before the 3 outer with their anthers in turn exserted 2—3 mm. 

Stigma at length exserted 4—5 mm. 

Ovary orange-brown, 5 mm. long, 2-5 mm. diam. 

Capsule 18—20 mm. long, 8—9 mm. diam. 
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Puate XI. Aloe ukambensis Reynolds. 


Plants in natural habitat, Maboloni Hill, 37 miles east of Thika, Kenya Colony. 
Alt. 4,500 ft., c. 1° 05’ S. .37° 28’ E. Fl. 6 June, 1955. Height 75 cm. 
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